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tions were therefore opened with Fateh Ali Khan, the
founder of the Talpur house, through Abdul Hassan, a native
agent deputed for the purpose. Fateh Ali and other Amirs
gave every assurance of help and encouragement, and con-
sequently Mr. Nathan Crow of the Bombay Civil Service
arrived in Sindh with full powers to further the Company^s
commercial and political interests in that country.
MR. CROW EXPELLED BY THE TALPUR AS IN 1800
But the influence of Tippu Sultan and the jealousy of local
traders, aided by the anti-British party at Hyderabad (Sindh),
overcame the favourable inclination of the ruling Talpur
Prince and, in 1800, Mr. Crow was peremptorily ordered to
quit the country within ten days. The reason given by the
Amir for this procedure was an order from Zaman Shah, which
may also be true.12 Mr. Crow left Sindh and the British
Government quietly pocketed the insult.13
THE FIRST TREATY
In June 1807, Napoleon concluded the alliance of Tilsit
with Alexander I of Russia, one of the details of which was a
combined invasion of India by the land route. From that
year may be dated the bogy of Russian advance which kept
exercising the minds of British statesmen throughout the
nineteenth century. In Sir MacMunn's words * from that
day the bear has always cast his shadow forward on the
borders of India.5
To provide against this fresh danger, it was thought
necessary to have a barrier between British India and Russia.
The conception of such a barrier took the form of an outer and
an inner layer of states. The inner layer were to be Lahore,
Bahawalpur and Sindh, the outer layer, Kabul, Herat and
Persia. Accordingly, three missions, namely that of Metcalfe m
to Lahore, Elphinstone to Kabul and Malcolm to Tehran were
12 Zaman Shah, who considered the Sindh Amirs as his tributaries, was
suspicious of English designs.
13 Napier's Conquest of Sindh, p. 38, also Postan's op. cit., p. 290.